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Lana 
 

 
 

Lana chimpanzee (Pan troglodytes) was born October 7, 1970 at the Yerkes Regional Primate Research 
Center, Emory University, Atlanta, GA. One year after her birth, Lana was assigned to a new behavioral 
research program under the direction of Duane M. Rumbaugh, Professor and Chair of Psychology at 
Georgia State University. The project involved an innovative and ambitious effort to determine whether 
apes could learn and use a human-like language. Lana was about 2-years-old when she began language 
training, using a computer-based keyboard that held visuographic symbols called “lexigrams”—each 
representing a word. Lana learned to press lexigrams to produce sentence-like communications to make 
requests, to answer questions, to label items, and to comment on events.  Lana’s remarkable 
performance, documented in a string of published reports, garnered considerable attention (both 
complementary and critical) in the scholarly literature and the popular media. With the publication 
of Language Learning by a Chimpanzee: The LANA Project (Rumbaugh, 1977), her pioneering 
contributions to the understanding of symbol acquisition and use received full discussion.  Lana learned 
the meanings of at least 140 symbols, and showed excellent retention of symbol meanings even decades 
later, and even for lexigrams that had been removed from her keyboard more than two decades earlier.	
 	
In 1981, Lana moved to Georgia State University’s Language Research Center (LRC), where she 
continued to be the focus of noninvasive cognitive and behavioral research. She remained active and 
productive in research until her death in November 2016 at the age of 46 years, participating voluntarily in 
many other computerized and manual research studies, including investigations of learning, perception, 
attention, memory, cognitive control, language, numerical cognition and other topics. By current 
estimates, Lana produced data for more than 200 journal articles and chapters and has been studied by 
more than 100 scientists from various fields; however, even these impressive numbers fail to capture the 
myriad ways that science has been enriched by Lana’s influence, for instance on the development of 
comparative research methods, including but not limited to methods used for subsequent language 
research and interventions with apes and human children.	
 


